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            A rare Clinostigma harlandii growing perfectly in the  
garden of Gary Wild graces the cover of this issue of the e-

Newsletter. Proof that harlandii’s can grow beautifully in Southern 
California. Thank you Gary for sharing this great revelation. 



DISCLAIMER: Views and opinions are of individual authors and may not reflect those of the Southern 
California Palm Society and/or its Board of Directors. Special thanks to members Dave Bleistein (written 
contribution) and Wanda Mallen (proof reading).   Don Tollefson, Editor 
 

Palm Society e-Newsletter Overview by Don Tollefson: The September 
2022 Palm Society e-Newsletter consists of 32 pages including, the 
September, 2022 Palm Society of Southern California meeting recap, 17 
full page color photos of Southern California palms and companion 
plants and the regular “Q and A Segment,” (Questions 201 - 210) of the 
most commonly asked questions about palm cultivation.  
 
July 16, 2022 Meeting Recap by Don Tollefson: Once again, another 
great meeting featuring tours of two excellent private Huntington Beach 
gardens in close proximity to each other and to the ocean. The first 
garden tour was that of Gary Wild, a great garden with many mature rare 
palms and lots of young palms in training. The second tour was of 
 
Q and A: Question and Answer 201 – 210: By Dave Bleistein and Don 
Tollefson. The answers to the questions are arrived at independently 
by each expert. Read what the experts say and see which expert you 
agree with. 
 
201. The water shortage crisis in Southern California is an all too 
frequent news topic. Can you propose a long-range solution for 
relieving the water shortage situation in Southern California that the 
Palm Society and other plant societies might be willing to support 
 
Dave Bleistein: Whoo-boy, this is one of those questions, like what is the 
meaning of life, with possible panoplies of answers coming from many 
directions. Assuming that California's population grows (it shrank for the 
last census but not by much) the problem could be worse than before 
and getting worse. And, we're not alone. Arizona and other western 
states are also going to have difficulties with water, as well, likely more 
severe than California's.  



I think the basic problem is that our water system is meant to manage 
rainfall, and the rains aren't coming like they once did. One great thing 
about Southern California is that we get a lot of our water from up north, 
which gets a lot more rainfall, or at least used to. Now, not so much. 
Aquifers in the Central Valley are falling, as well as those down here. 
Ditto for "the River," (the once mighty Colorado), to the east, which is 
also the big source in Arizona.  
 
Some scientists have said, based on tree ring studies, that we could be 
entering a centuries-long dry spell, which has happened before, and that 
our 200 - 300 years of previous "normal weather" was actually a rainy 
interregnum. I hope that's not true, but there's some evidence that it is, 
and that's gravely worrying, no doubt about it. (If you're a scientist and 
you disagree, jump in and say why.) In any case, I'm honestly not sure 
what "answer" to the problem there is. I think we could get by on a lot 
less than we presently use, though our mighty ag biz up in the Central 
Valley will take a huge hit, that will hit us all. (That's our food supply.) 
 
As everyone knows by now, there's been a variety of restrictions on 
water use, which vary a lot depending on which water district you 
happen to be in. Some water districts impose just this side of total de-
facto shut offs, while others, especially those with local aquifers, don't 
have it so bad, at least not yet. So far, where I am, in Local Aquifer-Land, 
there haven't been any issues regarding my palm garden. No one has 
complained about it, and I haven't gotten any "nasty grams" telling me 
I'm using too much water, nor have I gotten penalty charges on my water 
bills. Clay soil has helped a lot, but it's only going to help so much.  



 

A grouping of palms at 
Gary Wild’s garden 



If your soil gets too dry, for too long that water-retentive clay could 
become a stony tomb for all but the most drought tolerant plants. One 
reason (I think) for my relative success so far is that I've been watching 
the water use much more closely than I used to. I try to watch closely to 
see how long it takes for water to penetrate the soil in various places, 
and how long to let it run so it gets down a few inches to a foot deep. (I 
get out with a shovel or trowel, and look!) That has turned out to vary 
quite a lot depending on a number of variables, like how much wind, how 
much shade, and how much or little slope there is in a given area. Those 
who have seen my garden know that it's pretty much a palm forest, 
which seems to create a less stressful microclimate that causes some 
palms to not use as much water. My water bills from last year were about 
twice what they are now, and so far, the palms still look good.  
 
For potted palms, I try to hit them with water long enough to give a good 
drink without overdoing it (and wasting water) too much. This can get a 
bit tricky when it gets hot, dry and windy like it did during our recent 9-
day heat wave in September of 2022. I had a few serious losses in my 
container ranch, but, live and learn. What's left is tough. And, I'll still pray 
for rain, especially up north. If we don't get it, I think the restrictions will 
get more onerous, and enforcement more rigorous and widespread. This 
is very much a developing story! A silver lining, as it were, is that my lush 
looking palm garden takes a lot less water than a similarly sized lawn. A 
fellow in the hood was astounded when I told him what my water bill 
was. His water bill for a lawn half the size of my garden was twice as 
much. If push comes to shove, I could replace Roystoneas with Braheas, 
but I desperately hope I don't have to do that. Also, talking to people in 
general when the water issue comes up, there's a widespread perception 
that "palms" are drought tolerant, which, in the case of palms like 
Washingtonias, Braheas, and Canary Island Dates, is true.  



 
 

Our first host and longtime 
palm enthusiast Gary Wild in 

the front yard of his 
outstanding palm collection. 



The trouble is many other common palms are not drought tolerant. And, 
some of our beloved rarities are more drought tolerant than others; we'll 
find out in short order which ones. That said, a palm garden appears to 
beat a lawn for water thriftiness, except for astroturf. 
 
Don Tollefson: “There it is. Take it” Those were the memorialized words 
uttered by William Mullholland at the November 5, 1913 ceremony 
when water from the Owens River reached a reservoir in the San 
Fernando Valley. What’s so different about doing it again except bringing 
the water from the water abundant Pacific Northwest to the already 
existing, nearly water deplete Lake Meade reservoir near Los Vegas? 
Fresh drinking water from the Columbia River (the nation’s second 
largest river) that otherwise runs unused into the Pacific Ocean. Water 
that could instead be used to supply the entire Southwestern United 
State well into the next century. There’s excess water in the Pacific 
Northwest. We have an existing storage reservoir in the Pacific 
Southwest. Where is William Mullholland when we need him? 
 
202. I recently installed a water fountain in my courtyard palm 
collection and I really like it. But unsightly algae builds up quickly and 
it’s time consuming and tedious to remove. Is there any way to prevent 
this algae buildup to avoid this cleanup process? 
 
Dave Bleistein: I have no idea on this one, except take out the fountain, 
or maybe have fun with the green water . . . .  
 
Don Tollefson: I love easy solutions to difficult problems. I had this exact 
same algae problem until I discovered a product called Fountec 
Algaecide-Clarifier. It comes in an 8 ounce bottle and it’s quite 
affordable. Read the directions. But don’t follow them. Follow my 
directions instead. The water in my fountain evaporates at about one or 
two gallons a day. Every few days I add water to refill my fountain. I 
carefully add just one drop of Fountec Algaecide-Clarifier for each gallon 



of water that has evaporated. I use the simple droplet dispenser built 
into the Fountec bottle cap. This product works like a charm at keeping 
the water crystal clear and algae free. One bottle lasts a long time, 
perhaps a year or so. As well, if you use the one drop per each gallon 
added ratio the water not only stays clear but never needs to be 
replaced. Plus, it’s not harmful to all those lovely little song birds and 
hummingbirds that will visit each day for a drink of water and sometimes 
a fresh bath. 
 
203.A couple of years ago you discussed reverse osmosis (RO) watering. 
What’s your current opinion in regard to the benefit or lack thereof of 
RO watering as compared to standard city watering? 
 
Dave Bleistein: I have never used reverse osmosis, though there are 
people who do. 
 
Don Tollefson: Reverse osmosis water (RO water) is water that has had 
all the impurities removed with finite filters called membranes. My 
garden is divided into four quadrants. Three quadrants use city water. 
One quadrant uses RO water. No one who visits my garden can 
determine which of the four quadrants uses city water and which uses 
RO water. In addition, I accidentally crossed one of the water lines 
feeding one group of plants in the RO quadrant. That group of plants gets 
the “dirty water.” Dirty water is wastewater that receives what is 
separated out from the water that is purified during the RO process. It is 
typically dispersed with wastewater but do to its high purity level, I use 
it to water my companion plants. I see no difference between the palms 
that receive the dirty water and the palms that receive the pure RO 
water. My opinion is that my particular city water is pure enough that 
producing RO water from my city water is an unnecessary waste of time, 
water and expensive water filters that must be periodically replaced  
 
 



 

This appears to be a  
Hyophorbe.hybrid 
What’s your guess? 



 

Note the “dred locks” 
on this outstanding 
Burretiokentia hapala. 
Ergo, the super apt nick 
name, “Dred Locks” 
Palm. Also referred to as 
the Rastafarian Palm. 



204.What is grey water and is grey water a useful replacement to city 
water for watering palms? 
 
Dave Bleistein: I have never used this, though there are people who do. 
 
Don Tollefson: Greywater is recaptured household water that typically 
goes down the drain in showers, bath tubs and in some jurisdictions, 
sinks. Basically. this is the “used” household water except for water used 
for toilets. In theory, greywater can be used for plant irrigation. But it’s 
difficult to purify greywater to a level that it would be suitable for palms. 
We need new sources of water in Southern California, but for now, I will 
leave greywater for the Bedouin Palm Society. 
 
205.Several Palm Society members advocate using common names for 
palms whenever possible for simplification interest creation and 
recruitment of new members. Why doesn’t the Palm Society of 
Southern California begin an official, common name list for palms?  
 
 
Dave Bleistein: I'm not a botanist, so I can't really say. But, taking a stab, 
the huge problem with "common names" is that they tend to arise out 
of whim as much as out of disciplined observation.  
 
That said, perhaps we can talk with our botanist members and maybe 
come up with an official list, knowing that it might not fly in other parts 
of the English-speaking world. It would, if nothing else, make a nice 
marketing tool. "Flamethrower" sure beats "Chambeyronia 
macrocarpa." 
 
Don Tollefson: It’s an idea I support. But, put simply, our group lacks the 
time and cohesiveness required for this level of collective inspired 
thinking. A few of us actively promote common names which I think is a 
great idea. Maybe this will go somewhere. 



 

Note the height of this Teddy Bear 
(“Dypsis leptocheilos”). Unrealized by 
many growers, the Teddy Bear can be 
an extremely fast grower, analogous 
in growth speed to a king palm.  



 

“Kentiopsis oliviformis”  
A beautiful, fast growing 

palm from New 
Caledonia. 



For sure, people are much more allured by a palm with a colorful 
common name like the “Teddy Bear,” (because of the fuzzy tomentum 
on the crown shaft) rather than Dypsis leptocheilos, the correct botanical 
name. For me, it’s a “no brainer” to use common names when common 
names are available. But I have to respect those members who staunchly 
support using only proper, botanical names which seems pretentious. 
 
206. I understand a large number of New Caledonia and Madagascar 
palms have been re-classified and/or renamed. What is this all about? 
 
Dave Bleistein: As noted, I'm not a botanist, so botanists, jump in to 
correct if you want to . . . .  The same thing happened with Dypsis, as 
well. For what it's worth, I took an advanced college course in plant 
naming and it's far far more complicated than you might think. Back in 
those ancient times (the early 1990s) before studying genomes, etc., 
took off, the big focus was on morphology (shape of plant structures), 
and how distinct one purported species was from another in that 
regard.  The big takeaway from the class was that arguments, their 
support, and the conclusions they reach can very easily change over 
time, sometimes quite radically.  Reading the arguments between 
botanists, things get pretty passionate, just like lawyers arguing their 
cases. I'll need to read up to find out what's changed from before and 
why, for example, we don't need Kentiopsis anymore. 
 
For my part, as an old guy in training, I'm going to stick to the old names, 
till it gets stuck in my head that they've changed. Same with the former 
Chrysalidocarpus, then Dypsis, then Chrysalidocarpus again.  



 

A great blend of palms 
and companion plants 
displayed here at the 
second garden. 



 

A gorgeous, young 
Hedeyscepe canterburyana 



 

This appears to be an 
Opsiandra maya holding 
more fronds than would 
typically be expected.. 



 



Don Tollefson: I’m totally disenchanted with the constant name 
changing that occurs in the botanical arena of palm nomenclature. This 
“musical chairs” botanical free-for-all the botanists pursue in repeatedly 
renaming palms is like Helter Skelter with Charlie Manson leading the 
charge. That said, I won’t be using any of these new botanical names until 
I see some sort of competent, collectively agreed upon system of naming 
palms correctly the first time, that is accepted by the entire botanical 
community, including the growers.  
 
207. I’m beginning a new palm collection from scratch. What are some 
of the best palms to plant when first starting a palm collection? 
 
Dave Bleistein: A lot depends on where you are, and how much space 
you have.  These are my opinions and that others may be different, for 
good reason. 
 
Also, "from scratch" could mean a number of things. It could mean a bare 
dirt tract house lot with a brand-new house you've just moved into. Or it 
could mean (as in my case) that the yard upon my arrival was already full 
of other plants, some 50+ years old, which might or might not co-exist 
with palms you might like. One big thing that existing plantings can 
provide is protection from sun and wind, though, at the same time, they 
can also pose problems with aggressive roots. Noting the above 
parameters, I, as a long-term palm nut try to suggest palms for beginners 
that are likely to do well in a variety of conditions, forgive beginners' (and 
well-meaning old-timers') errors in siting, etc., so as to have a good 
result, plus be interesting or pretty enough to be worth any trouble they 
are to get, grow, or both. This will vary by location and the accompanying 
climates. The following recommendations are meant to be a start, not 
exhaustive. 
 
The desert: Lots of heat, so lots of plants that need it work great there. 
Bismarckia, for a big fan, as well as Sabals, Copernicia, Cocothrinax, 



Thrinax, etc. which all like the high desert heat. Psuedophoenix, Syagrus, 
and Roystonea are among the feather palm types that do well in the 
desert, though you'll need a lot of water and room for Royals. I've never 
lived in the desert, so serious desert denizens can provide other 
examples. I don't want to lead anyone astray.  
 
Inland Empire and San Fernando Valley: Less heat, but still hot, plus 
varying degrees of cold. Syagrus, Roystoneas, hardier Dypsis, Butea (plus 
hybrids with Jubaea, Parajubaea, Syagrus), plus Archontophoenix, if 
water and shade are provided as needed. The fans for the desert should 
do well, though I'd leave off Copernicia. For shaded areas, Chamadorea 
radicalis, seifritzii, costaricana, microspadix, ernest-agustii, metallica, 
Rhapis, and many others work well. Some of the hardier Dypsis like 
plumosa are good bets with their deep roots. Arenga engleri is also good, 
with its exotic appearance, fragrant blossoms, and near-iron-clad 
toughness. Caryota mitis also good, though might need more protection 
in colder areas. 
 
"Majority Coastal Influence" but not at the beach: All of the above (IE 
and SFV), plus add various Dypsis like madagascarensis, baronii, 
pembana. Also consider Rhopalistylus baueri (sapidas worth a shot, 
though a bit marginal), Howea forsteriana, Chambeyronea 
macrocarpa/hookeri. Trachycarpus and Hawaiian Pritchardtias for fan 
palms (watch the size), along with Cocothrinax,  
 
"The Beach": All of the above for IE and SFV, plus MCI, plus: Rhop. sapida, 
Hedyscepe, Howea forsteriana and belomoriana. Plus Kerriodoxa; while 
a bit slow they're so pretty. And, Licuala ramsyi or similar. They're a bit 
slow, they're thirsty, but so pretty and they're great at the beach. That's 
just a start.  It depends on where you are, and how much space you 
have.  These are my opinions and that others may be different, for good 
reasons. Also, "from scratch" could mean a number of things. It could 
mean a bare dirt tract house lot with a brand-new house you've just 



moved into. Or it could mean (as in my case) that the yard upon my 
arrival was already full of other plants, some 50+ years old, which might 
or might not co-exist with palms you might like. One big thing that 
existing plantings can provide is protection from sun and wind, though, 
at the same time, they can also pose problems with aggressive roots. 
Noting the above parameters, I, as a long-term palm nut try to suggest 
palms for beginners that are likely to do well in a variety of conditions, 
forgive beginners' (and well-meaning old-timers') errors in siting, etc., so 
as to have a good result, plus be interesting or pretty enough to be worth 
any trouble they are to get, grow, or both. This will vary by location and 
the accompanying climates. The following recommendations are meant 
to be a start, not exhaustive. 
 
The desert: Lots of heat, so lots of plants that need it work great there. 
Bismarckia, for a big fan, as well as Sabals, Copernicia, Cocothrinax, 
Thrinax, etc. which all like the high desert heat. Psuedophoenix, Syagrus, 
and Roystonea are among the feather palm types that do well in the 
desert, though you'll need a lot of water and room for Royals. I've never 
lived in the desert, so serious desert denizens can provide other 
examples. I don't want to lead anyone astray.  
 
Inland Empire and San Fernando Valley: Less heat, but still hot, plus 
varying degrees of cold. Syagrus, Roystoneas, hardier Dypsis, Butea (plus 
hybrids with Jubaea, Parajubaea, Syagrus), plus Archontophoenix, if 
water and shade are provided as needed. The fans for the desert should 
do well, though I'd leave off Copernicia. For shaded areas, Chamadorea 
radicalis, seifritzii, costaricana, microspadix, ernest-agustii, metallica, 
Rhapis, and many others work well. Some of the hardier Dypsis like 
plumosa are good bets with their deep roots. Arenga engleri is also good, 
with its exotic appearance, fragrant blossoms, and near-iron-clad 
toughness. Caryota mitis also good, though might need more protection 
in colder areas. 
 



 

A happily clumping 
Dypsis species. 



 

A gorgeous, young 
Teddy Bear readying to 
explode with growth. 



 

A young Dypsis 
lafazamanga 



"Majority Coastal Influence" but not at the beach: all of the above (IE and 
SFV), plus add various Dypsis like madagascarensis, baronii, pembana. 
Also consider Rhopalistylus baueri (sapidas worth a shot, though a bit 
marginal), Howea forsteriana, Chambeyronea macrocarpa/hookeri. 
Trachycarpus and Hawaiian Pritchardtias for fan palms (watch the size), 
along with Cocothrinax,  
 
"The Beach": All of the above for IE and SFV, plus MCI, plus: Rhop. sapida, 
Hedyscepe, Howea forsteriana and belomoriana. Plus Kerriodoxa; while 
a bit slow they're so pretty. And, Licuala ramsyi or similar. They're a bit 
slow, they're thirsty, but so pretty and they're great at the beach. 
 
That's just a start.  
 
Don Tollefson: Concentrate on planting all of the palms you like best that 
you can get possibly get your hands on. When starting a new palm 
collection, it’s not so much what palms you plant as how you acclimate 
the palms for planting in sunlight. Typically, an environment absent 
canopy (full sun, absent shade protection). Whatever you plant, make 
certain it is “sun acclimated” and ready to endure hot sunny summer 
days wherever it is that you live. Remember, the hardest part of starting 
a palm collection is in the beginning when you have no canopy. Anybody 
can grow palms in a shady garden. It takes an expert to grow palms 
without a canopy. That’s the rub. A beginning palm gardener is hardly an 
expert and almost always lacks canopy. Lack of canopy is why nine out 
of ten beginning palm gardeners (new palm society members) fail at 
attempting to develop a successful new palm collection. You don’t need 
to be an expert. You just need canopy. 
 
 
 
 
 



208. I must have 30 or 40 ant colonies in my garden. What’s the best 
way to eliminate these ant colonies?  
 
Dave Bleistein: A lot depends on where you are, and how much space 
you have.  These are my opinions and that others may be different, for 
good reasons. 
 
The short answer, at the risk of sounding "flip" is to sell the home and 
garden and move into a high-rise apartment. The reason is that you will 
not "eliminate" ant colonies, any more than it's possible to end death 
and sorrow. Ants are a part of life, and they perform functions like 
"detritivore" among other things. In other words, many ant species clean 
up the mess us other species make. That said, I can understand the 
reasons to want to at least reduce their number. There are different 
approaches to take. The best, in my experience, is to use a poisoned bait 
like Terro, which the worker ants intake, take back to the nest, and, 
hopefully, kill the queen or reproductive female in the colony. If that 
happens, the colony disappears; the workers that don't die drift off. 
There are caveats to that, though. Some ants like some baits more than 
others. Sometimes you have to try more than one bait, and, sometimes, 
a really pain-in-the-posterior colony won't take any baits. In that case, 
you can try to soak it with insecticides, though that has its pitfalls, too.  
 
 
Don Tollefson: I’ve made many attempts at irradicating ants from my 
garden. None of which have worked. Ants have been around since the 
Cretaceous Period (100 million years or so ago) and outnumber us by 2.5 
million to one. The insignificant good news is that ants feed on plant 
detritus. Can anyone tell me what detritus is? Probably not. That’s why 
what little good ants do is insignificant. If you have a successful ant 
irradicating method, please share it with me. I can publish it in the Palm 
Society e-Newsletter for the all to see and make the Southern California 
Palm Society world famous. 



 
 

An unnamed 
clumping Dypsis 
species. 



 

 

This gorgeous “show 
stopper” is the as of yet, 

unidentified, orange 
crown shaft Euterpe.I 

What a beauty! 



 
209. Will these ant colonies damage my palms?  
 
Dave Bleistein: The ants themselves don't usually damage palms or 
other plants. The big problem with ants is that they "cultivate" aphids, 
whiteflies and other honeydew secreting insects mostly by chasing off 
insects that would eat them, like ladybugs, lacewing flies, etc. That's why 
you'll get this nasty sooty mildew on some plants that are heavily 
infested with aphids etc.; the honeydew gets moldy after a while 
 
Don Tollefson: The ants themselves are not harmful. But the pests and 
pest byproducts the ants farm on your palms are a total nuisance ranging 
from mere unsightliness to damage which in the worst-case scenario can 
result in the demise of the palm. With ants, you can’t stop the avalanche. 
You can only slow it down. So, pick your fights wisely, strategically and 
be perseverant. 
 
210. Do you spray regularly for insect pests and if yes, how often?  
 
Dave Bleistein: To the extent that you have to, I only kill off ant colonies 
near palms that are having problems. As a group, palms aren't as prone 
to bug problems of the sort that need controlling as many other plants 
are 
 
Don Tollefson: I no longer spray per se for insects and other pests. I used 
to spray (what a drag). I would dress up in one of those cheap white 
plastic “hazmat” suits and spray. Even though I sprayed carefully, I was 
always breathing in some of that poisonous spray vapor. So, I abandoned 
the process. Now, I only react if I see signs of a pest infestation. I use 
“systemic” pest control products. Systemic means the product (generally 
in granular form) is absorbed into the palm via the root system when the 
palms are watered. The pests are poisoned when they bite into the palm 
similar to the way flea medication works on dogs and cats.  



 

How good are you? Are 
you good enough to 

identify this gorgeous 
palm? 



I apply a half cup or so of the systemic poison granules around the base 
of the palm. Then I water the granules thoroughly. I try to deposit the 
systemic ant poison where the water drips on it from my dripline system. 
That way my automatic watering system can double down on the 
protection provided. It’s quick, easy and there’s nothing potentially 
harmful to breath. It’s the gift that keeps on giving because in granular 
form it takes several waterings before the granules totally dissolve and 
cease working. In most cases, when I check the palm after a few weeks, 
the pest infestation is gone. Be advised however. Ants often rebound and 
return to the scene of the crime. Returning with the same pests they 
were previously farming. I see a similar pattern in sports (boxing and 
ultimate fighting). A great fight gets a rematch. A great rematch gets a 
“three match” and so on. Just make sure you win that last fight! 
 

  
 

Comments, Questions and Articles?  
Email to Don Tollefson dontol@verizon.net  

 


